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MAGON'S HOT:

Fine-point pens,
tea, morning
Marble Sla

Two years ago, raven-haired interior

designer Nina Magon of Houston
auditioned for HGT Vs Design Star.
She didn’t make the cut, but she oid
make an impression. About six months
later, a casting company asked her to
audition for a new reality competition
show on NBC called American Dream
Bueilders, which Magon dubs a hybrid of
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition and The
Apprentice. The mom of two flew out o
L.A. in August, tried out and made the
show, and l;cg'_.au flming a month later.
“It was like a boot camp for design,”
says Magon, 34, of her experience on the
show, which pu‘mjcu‘ni in late March and
runs throughout this month. It fearures
12 industry experts—designers and
builders—who each week are split into
two teams and asked to completely redo
two homes in a California Jwighbm‘hmd
in a matter of d.l:rs: a winning team is
chosen by judges including Nate Berkus,

and a contestant is eliminated. "Even
though we were all established designers,
it was interesting to be around who they
consider to be the best of the best. It was
great o pick their brains all day louf_.“

The E}ubbl‘_.' .\'[.lf'_ou, the Olll}'

contestant E.LOIII J. 5 L'-I.“I.L'd JIL'I SPO'I on

the show because of her sel l'-]’mc].lilm-e‘]
“glam-contemporary” aesthetic, as
Houstonians have seen in her work via her
Memorial-area Contour Interior Design
firm, which she founded in 2007. She also
designs furniture for clients—think low-
slung, wfted sofas. And she just released
an eponymous line of furniture and

fabric last monch. "My husband calls me

a workahelic, s Magon, who's been

married to |n||.ﬂ&}' Karun for nine years.
“But [ have a ver ¥ strong passion for
what [ do, and it doesn’t feel like work!™
In her limited free time, Magon, a
hitness buff, and Karun like to hunker
dewn in their Memeorial home and
spend time with their rwo small kids.
She’s using the downtime after the show
to carch her breath—but nor for long.
“I'd lave to do a spincff show,” she says
e-l:th.:si.lstir.llh.'. “and educate J:m])h-
on interior design around the world.
Maybe write my own book. [ don't want
this to be the end of my TV career.”



