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Berkus and Brent
suspended a

trioc of hanging
terrariums above
a custom concrete
table and a pair
of 19th-century
French chairs
with their original

leather upholstery. | NEED TO KNOW
| working with a neutral palette

“Texture plays a huge role,” Berkus says. Contrast
materials: put fur on top of linen, upholster a brass-
legged chair in black velvet.

“Figure out what to take away, so that . .. what you
notice is what you want people to notice,” Berkus says.
“There was a lot of blond wood, so we painted it all
white, and we coated all the doors with white.” Only

the sliding door is black, making it a focal point.

“Break the rules about how you can’'t use certain
colors,” Brent says. By painting the dining room
black, it “gives the idea of infinite space, and by
grounding it with a simple black-topped wood table,
the palette becomes cohesive.”

To the first client meeting, “we brought options for

everything—sofas, chairs, rugs, lamps, fabrics, and paint
colors,” Berkus says. “Three and a half hours later, we
left, knowing everything.” Divvying up responsibilities—
Berkus focused on the organization of rooms, while Brent
concentrated on color—the two designers made Hazan’s

neutral palette pop. “It’s a long, narrow colonnade of rooms,”

Berkus says. “To distinguish those rooms, we needed to
decide which walls became black.” The designers mixed
textures—ivory Mongolian lamb’s wool with off-white linen,
black velvet with brass, rough-hewn wood with crystal—to
suit Hazan’s style. “She leaves the house in a fur jacket, four-
inch stilettos, and a man’'s gold watch,” Berkus says. “She has
a rock-and-roll quality, but she’s a soft-spoken, thoughtful
person.” Together, Berkus and Brent gave Hazan the decor
she wanted: a multitude of whites and warm black. As for

the designers, they more than survived the collaboration

they recently announced their engagement.
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The satin gleam of this ebonized hardwood
dining table - by designer Lukas Machnik
makes for a truly seductive centerpiece.






